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ly beg leave to preſent to Y OUR Loxy- 
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very amiable Ch lara acter which 
v0 OUR L OR pS41P has alrcad dy acqu ired 


| . | 
ce Of | the ter 0 | 
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SHIP. bey are the Firſt-Fruits 6 my La 
; bours of this Kind, and I therefore deem- 
ed them an Offering in ſome Meaſure 
due to you, as my Dioceſ. än; to whoſe 
Judgment, and that of the Reader s, Ino. - 
ſubmic them with the utinoſt D Deference, 
and cven Diff dence, not only on their own. 
7: Account, but likewiſe as I mean ſrom 
: thence to be determined with reſpect to 
: | the future Publication of ſeveral others, 
u upon Subjuds <qually : ſerious and intereſt- 


The two ſollowing, uu Loxy, were 


origina n compoſed wlchews the moſt di 3 
tant Idea ot ever. being publiſhed. | My 
ſole Deſign, and therefore my ſole Preten- 
8 ſions to any Merit in them, Was, without 
3 affecting new Arguments, or 
repreſenting the old oncs in a much diffe- 


rent Lig ht, merely to comprize within o : 


. ſmall a Compals, the Subſtance of what has 
5 belore = 
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before been ſaid by ſeveral other Writers 
more at lar, ge, and in more voluminous 
W orks, upon the ſ: ame important subjects. 
As ſuch only your LorDsu1P will be pleas. 
ſed to conſider them; and at the ſame 
5 time to accept of them 43 a ſmall Teſtimony | 
of the high h Reſpect with which I an, 55 


My Lonp, 
Vo Lonpanty's moſt devoted and 


Moſt obedient humble Servant 
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O E R M O N I. 


1 COR. xv. 35, 36. 


Bur ſome Man wil ay. How are tt Dead raiſed up, 
and with what Body do they come? Thou Fool! that 
which thou eue is not N except 10% 4. ee 


"= HE important Subje& upon which St. Pau 
is here reaſoning, was entirely, new, not only 
to the Corinthians, bur to all the-- World. 


: 7 bs e of the Body was a Doctrine pecu- 
liar to Chriſtianity. Before Chriſt brought Lite and 
Immortality to Light by the preaching of the Goſpel, | 
no ſuch Belief had ever been entertained; and ſuch ; 
utter Strangers were the Athenians, to whom it was 
firſt preached, to this myſterious Truth, that we read 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, when they heard of the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, Some mocked, others 
&« ſaid, We will hear thee. again of this Matter.” 
A few of the Diſciples of Socrates, and ſome other 
ancient Philoſophers, many Ages before, upon the 


_—_— Strength 


AS 

5 Strength of their own na atural Reaſon, had profeſſed 

and endeavoured to propagate the Be! ief of the Eter- 

nity of the Soul's Exiſtence, and a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, according to Mens reſpective 
Merits in the pieſent Life. f And the Jews, from the 
Revelations of their later Prophets, had much furer 

Grounds, and in conſequence a much better Founda- 


tion for their Faith in th's Doctrine. Vet even of * 


the Soul's Exiſtence aſter Death, and of 1 its continuing 
: ro be happy or miſerable according to the Work s done 
in the Body, they had very dark and imper fect ee 
and their Belief of it was, of courſe, weak and waverin 
But of the Reſurrection of the Body, and of its Re. 


union with the Soul, previous to ſuch a State, t! f hey had 


not the leaſt Idea. Such a Doctrine had never been | 
| heard of the utmoſt E fort. of human Reaſi fon could 
not ſuggeſt i it; and as ii had not yet been revealed 
from Heaven, it had from the Creation of the World 
been entirely hid from Mankind. And as this Doc- 
trine, before the preach! ng of the Goſpel, was en- 
tirely new ſo the Nat are of it, when it was firſt 
promulgated, rendered it almoſt 1 0 e. „ Why,” 
ſaid St. Paul, in his Defence before King Aer rippa, 
1 ſhould It be thought a thi ng incredible with you, 
« that God ſhoul d rait e the. Dead.“ And this e 
Article of our Faith was not more ncrec ible then, than | 
ve find it has been to many ever ſince, and Fils the 
very ſame Reaſon, V1Z; - becauſe i It was an Elte equal! "= 
i excceding all human Capacity, as above all human 


Comprehenſion. ©] 
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But let us examine how far this ought to be any 
Objection to our Belief of it, or at leaſt ſo great as 
to render it inadmiſſible as an Article of Faith. With 
this View, let us conſider the Apoſt! c's Reaſoning in 
the Paſſage now before us. But ſome man ilk 
ce ſay, how are the dead raiſed up, and with what Body 
do they come N Queſtion here urged reſolves 
itſelf into two Propoſitions. The former reſpecting the 
manner of our Reſurrection, implying ſuch an Impoſ- 
fibility | in the very! Nature of the Thing as to excced 
even the Power of God to accomplith, is But ſome - 
« man will lay, how are the dead raiſed up? He The 
other ſap poles the Poſſibility of the Reſurrection grant- | 
ed; and is then an Enquiry concerning the Nature of 
our Bodies after ſuch Reſurrection contained in theſe 
Words, And with what Body do they come?” . 
ſhall con ſider thele two Propoſitions ſeparately, and 
then proceed to the Compari ion which the Apoſtle 
has here ad: luced, in order to obviate the lncredibiry : 
Of this important Article of our Faith. Thou 
* Fo0l,” Hays - he, that Which thou fowelt is nor 
7.66: quickened Except it die 
The brit Propoſition then here ſtated by St. Paul, 
when more largely ſer forth is this, VIZ, That though 
the Soul and Body are ſeparated by Deathz and the 
latter in a very ſhort Time is reduced to its original 
Earth—mouldered into Duſt and Aſh 1c diſſolved into 
infinite M. llions of mere Atoms---each perhaps diſ. 
per! edi into aS many different —— > and alter conti- 
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nuing during ſuch State of Diſſolution and Separation 
tor Ages---perhaps innumerable Ages yet to come 
and undergoing as innumerable Changes and Tranſ- 
ſormations, yet, that each Particle of each individual 
Body ſhall, at the general Reſurrection by the almighty 
Power of God, be again collected, united together 
and reſtored to Life again, in the ſame identical ſub- 
ſtance, which each particular Soul inhabited in the 
preſent Life, and in this State of Reunion and Revi · 
7 viſence to enter upon a new and quite different State 
of Fxiſtence---a future Lite of infinite. Happineſs or 
Exquilite Miſery ---not like the ſhort and ſhadowy one 
alleady paſt, but which ſhall continue to all Eternity 
throughout all Ages —a World een and 
without End. 


Such is the Dodtrine POL the Reſurrection of. "ha 


Bady - as revealed in the Goſpel-- --which we are there 
told all mankind ſhall undergo---every Child of Man 

; not only all thoſe who have died ever ſince the Cre- 
ation of the World, but likewiſe all that ſhall then be 
found alive upon the Earth- and all too at the very 
ſame Time, For this general Reſurrection we are fur- 
ther informed, ſhall be accompliſhed inſtantaneouſly, 
FE in a mom ent, even in the Twinkling of an Eye.” 5 
For, | ys St. Paul, Bchold I ſhew you a Myſtery,” ” 
that is, I preach unto you a Doctrine difficult to be 

ö underſtood, « we ſhall not,” ſays he, © all ſleep,” that 

e ſhall not all reſt for ever in tlie Grave, as in- 
— -ſeakible- as Perſons. aſleep But we ſhall all be 
rn os changed, - 


er 


E 
*© changed, in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 
at the laſt Trump---for the Trumpet ſhall found, 
5 and the Dead ſhall be raiſed.” 0 


How imperfect, alas! are all the Ideas which 
our preſent Imagination can form of theſe Events, 
WY awful, ſo intereſting, and fo ſurpaſſing Wonder! 
and | in attempting to purſue the Body through the vari- 

. - ous and myſterious Changes it muſt undergo betwixt 
its Death and linal Reſurrection, how impotent are all 
the preſent Powers of the human Mind. Every Con- 

ſequence ariling from this Doctrine ſo much exceeds > 
every Idea of Man's preſent Underſtanding, that after 
all his eee upon it, he is ſtill. apt, with the 
Athenians, “ to think it a Thing z incredible, even 


« That God mould raile the Dead. * 


: top not hes to examine from whence this Incredi- 


bility aries, but proceed to the ſecond Propoſition, Viz, = 


Reſpecting 1 Nature of our Bodies after his 1 
; ſurreCtion---exprefied i in the latter part of the Queſtion, 
viz. * With what Bodies do they come?“ Our Ideas 


of any Bodies, or Beings different from our own, and 
thoſe which are the Objects of our preſent Senſes, are 
at the beſt very obſc ure and imperfect. But, intereſted : 
as we are, we mult be defirous of acquiring as clear 
and perfect Ideas as poſſible of the Changes which 
our Bodies ſhall undergo alter Death. the Natures they : 
ſhall put on, and in which 2 thall for ever continue, 


when 
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when all theſe Changes have been undergone. Our _ ne 
Reafon leaves us entirely ar a Lofs in this Enquiry--- | 
nor have Mankind at preſent Ideas adequate to a perfect. 
Comp: chanſion of _ Account which we have of it in 
| holy Scripture, St. Paul hath told us, that at the 
general Neon deten theſe Bodies of outs ſhall be 
raiſed from the Dead, yet that they ſhall be eſſentially 
different from what they now are---their Natures--- 
their Facult; es--their Functions ſhall be totally changed 
5 — that they ſhall become as much more excellent in 
their future than in their preſent State, as Angels and 
Spirits are to Men. They are now mortal, and liable 
- t Death every Moment by a thouſand Means--but 
hall then be rendered immortal, and Death ſhall have 
55 more Dominion over them. They are now corrup- 
2 tible---they ſhall then become 1 incor uptible---they are 
55 now natural Bodies when they ſhall have paſſed 
8 through all the Changes previous to the ReſurreCtion--- 
they ſhall be rendered ſpiritual and heavenly. For, 5 
1 lays St, Paul, this corruptible muſt put on Incor- 
« ruption, and this mortal muſt put on Immortality.” 
And „it is ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory--- , 
66. it is 5 ſown | in weak neſs, i it is raiſed in Power.“ ns „ 


"Yar: & nn 6 ſome. Man ll be how are the Dead | 
6 raiſed up, and with what Body do they one 15 
how can all this bein what Manner is it performed, 1 1 
and by what Means is this Work, fo full of Wonder, 3 n+ 
to be accompliſhed? | And you thus argue againſt „ 
the Poſſibility of the Fact, becauſe it is $ above all hu- 5 — 1 

man 


W 
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man Power to perfor m, and all human Underſtanding 
to comprehend. 


Let us then proceed to examine how far theſe Cir- 


cumltances ought to affect our Belief of it, and whe- 


ther or no the Reſurrection of the Dead, and the 


5 Changes which our Bodies ſhall unde! go in conſequence 


of it, are Things either incredible in them! ſelves, or 


ought. therefore to be lo to us. : 


That it is utterly. have. all human Power or Wiſ⸗ 


dam to perform ſuch Effects, ought to be no Objet ion 
0 our Belief of them, becauſe thou! ands of uch Effects 
are every Day obvious to our Senſes; and therefore 


to refuſe our Faith to cvery Fact above the Accom-® 
plimment of our own Power, would be to diſbelicve 


5 what we every Day ſee with our Eyes. If it be faid 
Te f is incredible that Man ſhould raiſe the Dead, we 
75 grant it: But when we declare that God ſhall raiſe 
ths Dead, we aſſign 5 Cauſe ſufficient tor ſo ore eat a 
Work; Man Agent adequate to ſuch an Effect. What- 


ever Power it may require, he is equal to the Under- 


taking; tor his Power 18 almighty, and his Wiidom 
7 is | infinite, | 


Nor ought this important Article of our Faith to be 


: the more incredible, | becauſe we cannot compreh end 
the Mode of its Operation, or the Manner of its Ac- 
complil ment. For look into the World, obſerve what 
ec Called the common Productions of Nature, and try 


your 
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your own Capacity in 1 accounting for this; in explaiti- op F 
Ing how they are performed. Let the utmoſt Effort? = 
of human Reaſon be exerted---ſtill the Attempt will | 
prove fruitleſs, and the Undertaking vain. You ſee the F. 
loftieſt Oak in the Foreſt produced from one Acorn-- . — 
you ſee an hundred Plants ariſing from one Seed theſe a 
Facts you will not, becauſe you cannot, deny---they 
are obvious to your Senſes. But in neither Caſe can 
you aſſign a ſufficient Cauſe for theſe wonderful Ef. 
fects, or ſatisfactorily explain the Manner of their x 
Operation. Nor can they be accounted for at all, with- 5 
out flying to the final Cauſe of all Thinge, that infinite 
and almighty Being, WhO at firſt created the Heavens, 
- Earth, the Sea, and all T hings therein, and whoſe 
Power therefore is ſuperior---infinitely ſuperior to t 
Reſurrection of the Dead. 
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: But Ache ; a order the more - effectually to obvi-. 
ate any Objection which might be urged againſt - the OT ih 
Credibility of the Reſurrection of the Body, St. au . „ 
refers ſuch Objectors to an Inſtance altogether as. in 
credible in itſelf, yet fo common, that almoſt every 
Day produces a Proof of it. Thou Fool, ſays he, 
« that which thou ſoweſt is not quickened except if 
« die.“ There is nothing wonderful or incredible to 


A you in che Propagation of Grain, in the Production ; 
= of Herbs, Flowers and Plants becauſe you ſee it 
. every Day---though you are as unable to account for 


the Manner and Operation of either as you are for the 


= Reſurrection of the Dead. * chen che Effect 
| = welt 
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itſelf was as unknown to you as the Cauſe of it, that 
you had never ſeen, or even heard of the wonderful 
Productions of the Earth, its various Trees, Fruits, 
Flowers, Plants, Seeds, Which yield for the Uſe of Man 
ſome ten, ſome twenty, ſome thirty, and ſome an hun- 
dred Fold. In that caſe, ſhould what you now know, 
and every Day ſee to be a real Fact, be ſtated to you 
merely as a Matter of Information, though even in 
the Words of the Evangeliſt, viz. „ Verily, verily, = 
| e ſay unto you, except a Corn of Wheat fall to the : 
„ Ground and die. it abideth alone but if it die, it 14 
ce b. ingeth forth much Fruit. „ John, 24th verſe. 
Or in other W ords, that in order not only to pre- 
erve but to prepagate every Species of Seed which 
the E arth by ingeth torth---from one to produce an hun- 
ered Mealures of Grain---the Way, the only Way 5 
to caſt that one into the Ground, and ſuffer it to con- 
tinue there till it be entirely dead, putreſied and re- 
duced, ſo far as our Senſes can perceive, to nothing 
or { mingled with the Dull of the Earth as not to be 
dit: nguiſhed from it. That after all this, it ſhould 
revive again, and bring forth an hundred fold. The 
very Relation would appear uiterly ngredibley and 

ferhaps not only above, but contrary. to all human . 

lief---as. much ſo at leaſt, as that theſe mortal and 

corruptible Bodies of ours, after dying, and being 
- reduced to Duſt, ſhould after remaining in that State 
ſeveral hundreds---perhaps thouſands of years, at the 

Ke ſurrection be raiſed from the Dead immortal and 

incorruptible. And St. Paul appeals from the Reality 
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« Bodies they do come. 
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of the Fact in the one Caſe, to the Credibi Itty, of it 
in the other. 5 Thou Fool,” lays ne, that which 
* thou ſowelt is not quickened except 1 it die- - 


et r — DO IDE | 


Hence then is it thought a Thing incredi ble with 


ſome, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead---bec auſe it 
above all human Power to effect any ching mile 1 to 
it, and as much above his Underſtanding to compre- 
hend * how the Dead are raiſed up, and with what 


29 


It proceeds from that Pride 


in the Heart of Man, which will ſuffer him to admit 
no ower or W iſdom ſuperior to his own, or to belie ve 


what he cannot perfectly underſtand. That Pride 


VU 5. 


which arrogates the Prerogative of being all- {ufficient, 
and to have Recourſe to his own narrow Faculties, 
and lim! ted Unde rit? nding, as the Standard and Mea- 
fore of the infinite Power and infinite Wiſdom of the 


Almighty. 


But conſider a Moment how great Ingratitude muſt 


ye the Conſequence of this Incredulity. That you 
muſt die is certain, and of the Contequence of Death 
you have as little Doubt = that it will reduce theſe 
| Bodies to Duſt and Aſhes, and mingle them with the 
Earth; a melancholy and mortifying Proſpect. But 
as ſome Comfort and Conſolat ion under it, Goch has pro- 
miſed, that he will reſtore them to Lite e aga! that 
there is a State of Exiſtence beyond the Grave, in 
which the Body ſhall be united to the Soul, and live 
for ever with it in infinite and endleſs Happiac ſs... Net 
cven 


„ 


cven this gracious Promiſe you reject, becauſe, for- 


ſooth, you cannot conceive how it is or can be per- 


tive, would be thought guilty of the higheſt Ingrati- 
tude, and juſtly ſo. Yet compare this with the Ingra— 
titude of thoſe who deny the Belief of the Reſurrection. 
*F he one refuſes a few Days longer Continuance in the 
preſent Life from an earthly King---the other not only : 
Life- eternal, but Hap pineſs eternal, from the King 


formed. The Criminal who after Condemnation ſhould 


refuſe a Pardon from his Sovereign, merely becauſe. he 


could not comprehend ſuch a Power in his Preroga- 


| of leave n:- 
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"Gale. then longer to diſpute or cavil at the Reſur- 
: rection of the Dead to think it a Thing incredible 
and beyond the Power of God to accomplith, Rather 
live in the full Convition---in the Faith and Fear of 
it all the Days of your Lives. Do you only take 
Care to die truly p. cparcd for that awful Solemnity, 
and leave it to the Power and the Wildom of. the Al- 


mighty, „ * how the Dcad ſhall be raiſed, and Wit! 1 ,hat 
Bed they ſhall come,” 
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SERMON Il. 


38 T. 1 U K E, xxill. 4%, 43. 


c Ard he faid unto. Jeſus, Lord, remember. me oben th 0 


= 1 5 into "hy Kingdom 


And Teſte ſid unto bow: "Vert? * I iy unto T bee i „20. 


day Halt. thou be with me in Par e. 


to our Saviour by one of the N- ale factors, in 
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| un former Part of this Paſſage was addreſſe 1 


the Agonics of Death, who ſuffered at the 
ſame Time with him upon the Croſs : And the re. 
= maining Part is the Anſwer which Chriſt gave to the 
Penſtent's Pi ayer: From which, and the preceding 
Verſes, we may conclude, that he had been Gl 
inſtructed in the Nature of our Saviour 's Kingdo 
and the Certainty of a future State, and convin 5 
that it was through his Merits and Mediation alone, 
that Mankind were to > hope for the Happinet: of it. 
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bh From a Conviction of the Sincerity of his Repen- 

i tance---the only Means by which he could qualify 

4 . | EY 1 ES . s - RN 0% Meat 1 
fi himſelf for 1t---our Saviour gives him an Affurance | 
x of the immediate Enjoyment of that happy State, in 


. Which he ſo carneſtly | prayed | tor 1118 y FR emet n Hranc e: 
« And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thee, 
M6: _To- day malt thou | be with me in Paradiſe 125 


The full Explanation of which W ords will ſc ve as 


. . - 


0 proper Sequel 0 the Subject upon WI! ch 1 have al- 
ready treated in a pre eceding D iſcourlſe, vis, FheRe EH 0 3 
ſurrection of the Body. Accord! ing to that 5 oQr; ne, . 
as delivered in the Goſpel, the Soul and Body, the two. 
different Subſtances of which man is compoſed, will 1 
| be ſcparated by Death---the lat: cr reduced to Duſt . 1 5 
2 and Alkes, and mingled W. th its native Harth: And 7 
after being diſſolved into infinite mien of atoms, 


and: diſperſed into as many different Places, and conti. 


nuing in this State of Diſſolution for perhaps. as many 
| Ages yet to come, as thoſe already pat ſt, the ſeveral 
0 5 Particles of « each. Body mall at the general Reſurrettio "me 
I Es. by the almighty Power of God, be collected together 
=: 179 1 and formed into the ſame---tho' ſpi iritual! ze and glori— 


Hed, | body,----ſhall be re-animated and united to the 
ſam e Soul---then to enter, thus re-united into a new 
State of Exiſtence, of which there ſhall be no Ene d, 
and in whi ch Death ſhall have no more Nominion over 
them, but in which each ] In dividul ſhall enjoy eternal 
Happineſs, or ſuffer everlaſting Miſery. according #5 
each Perſon's Aclions in this Lite by ve been 200d or. 
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Pat this important E T.yent we are told ſhall not take 


Place till the End of the World, till the Conſumma— 
tion of all 'F hings—ti! U that Orea and terrible Day of 


A 


the Lord, when the whole C reation hall be conſumed 


by Fire, and reduced to the fame Chaos out of which 
It was origin uy 33 to which, * the 
« Sun ſhall be darkened, and the N Avon mal! not give 
N Light.” And © the Stars of Heaven mall fall, 


1 0 þ * 10 "SF FR ＋ 1. 4 3 « | % a 1-1 ' | * 5 _, 
BR and the E OWers that ale in ! lea * en {1 ati be ſhaken. | 
* / 5 F 1 75 * T * 0 431 | 1 | 
BY Ani THEN HIGH neu lee the Son of Man CUNNING IN 


1 — 1 : = . : . - 1 ; N J 2 Ho | 7.4 5 Fo 939 d 
«the Clouds wich gfeat Power and Glory. An 
6 ET" | s 1 2 | > ; . | 5 1 
eg then ſhall he ſend his Angels, and fall gather 100. 
b — e 


„ gether his Elect from the four Winds----trom the 


8 U Ee! Möoſt 1 FC of. the C 2 arth LO. th T utter. NOI Part of 


ade. F ic ayen 


Bur W hen, or..at what Time oy this ſhall come to 


* 


Man, neither the . 10r even the Son of Man” 


e but the Father only,” God 1 relerved this 
Knowledge to himſelf alone. When therefore this ſhall | 
happen 1s to us _uncertain-.-how far it is yet diſtant 
we know not, nor how few or how many generations 
are yet to come beſo re it ſhall take Place. I his then : 
being the Caſe----this Queſtion. obviouſly occurs -in 


this long Inters al betwixt Death and tae general Re- 
furre@tion---whar becomes of the Soul ? h 


0 When 


Pais, which is to precede oy SEN. wi Refurrection and 
the general Judgment ef all Mankind ““ knoweth no 


— — —— — 
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What Effect Death hath upon theſe Bodies of ours, 
is evident---the State in which they ſhall continue, and 


the various Changes they ſhall undergo previous to 
their laſt Allotment and final doom, has already been 
ſufficien ty. treated of---and it is natural to make the 


ſame Enquiry concerning the Soul during its Scpara- 


tion from the Body whether it be utterly extinct and 
rendered inſenſible by Death---or if Death deſtroys and 
(liftolves this Body only, but hath no Power over the 
Soul, Where and in what Manner it exiſts from the 
Time it 1s ſeperated by Death from the Body, till it 
Tall be re-united to It again at the general Reſurrecti- 
on, a Per: 0d yet perha; ps at ſome thouſat 1d Y cars Diſ- 
tance. If, as this Doctrine teaches us to bel; eve, the 
final Doom of any Man ſhall not be known, nor his 
laſt Sentence paſted upon him till the general Judg- 
ment, v! hich is {uu bieque nt to the general Rel urrection, 
where do ic Sou! S now ex viſt, and wh at is their preſent 
State and Con: .itio n, of all thoſe * ho have been al- 
8 dead ſome h. undreds---perh aps thouſar, ds of years 


= ce th e World began. The Fare of our own 18 


equally intereſted in the Event. and 1 Dy WW 'ords. of the 


Te. Kt, when rightly underhood, will affiſt us in this 


| * nquiry, and furniſh us with proper Anlwers to thele 


portant Queſtions. „And jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Ver V! i fay unto. thee, To-day ſhalt thou be with 


= my e in E ared ie.” 


by the Wor 1 Paradiſe, the Interpreters of ahe Old. 
lament teil us, was originally meant a Garden--- 


abounding 


is 


[ 17 


abounding with every Thing which could delight and 
charm the Eye, and plcaſe-and gratity the Taſte---ſuch 


2 8 


den of Eden are conſidered as {ynonimous Terms, and 


to have meant the ſame Thing. In the later Ages of 
the Jewiſh Commonwealth, alter their Return from 
8 their Captivity at Baby lon, when, by the Revelations 
of their Prophets, they came to have m ore clear Ideas 
and a better Belief of a future State, ---the word Pa-- 
radiſe came te ſignify, the Place to which all pious and 
1. Men were tranſlated. upon their departing from 
the Body, But had the ancient Commentators left us 
5 a lols concerning the origin: al Meaning of this Word, 8 
we might juſtly conclude, that it ſignified a State of : 
Happineſs, from its being That to which the Soul or 


Spirit of our Saviour ni mſelf was removed immedi- 


arely after Death---# Ts: day ſhalt thou be with me 
„„ in Paradi tle: From our Saviour 8 Death till his 
Reſurrection Was only a tew Days---for though he was 
crucified--.dead and buried, yet he roſe again the third 
Day. But this was not the caſe with the Malefactor 


who. Was crucified along with him. His Body, being 


that of a common Man, underwent. the common Fate 
of all oth er M len-it Putriß ied, and was reduced 10: 
Duſt. It was the Soul or Spirit, therefore, WII ich our 
Saviour aſſured kim mould be with kim that Day i in 


, P ara. diſe. 


C e : Nos 


Scene as that in which our firſt Parents are repreſent- 
ed to have been placed. Ancient Paradiſe and the Gar- 
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Nor is this the only Paſſage in the New Teſtament, 


\ 


which might be produced in Proof of the Souls of 
good Men entering into a State of Happineſs, ſuch as 


we have here explained Paradiſe to ſignify, immediately 


after Death. In the Parable of the rich Man and 
Lazarus, TE; There was,” ſays the Evangeliſt. «a cer- 

© tain rich Man, who was clothed in purple and fine 

< linen, and fed ſumpruouſly every Day: And there | 

6 was a certain Beggar, named La-arus, who was laid 

e at- his Gate full of Sores, and deſiring to be fed 
„ with the Crumbs which fell from the rich Man's 
Table; moreover, the Dogs came and licked his 8 
Sores. And it came to paſs that the Beggar died, 

4 and: was carried by the Angels into Abraham's Bo- 
% ſom. Tx he rich Man alſo died and was buried, and 

« jn Hell he lifted up his Eyes, being | in Torments, 


e Gen _ SE AAINNNY i: ap 


„ and feerh Abraham afar off, ang Lazarus | in his 


| ay beton.“ 


Abraham was always ſer forth as ſo perfect a Pat. 


tern of Faith and Obcdience to the divine Commands, 
as to put it it beyond all doubt with the Jews, that his 
| Soul, immediately upon its Separation from the Body, 
was received into the Regions of Reſt, Peace, and 
: Happineſs ; and that therefore, by Lazar us being re- 
ceived into his Boſom, was fignified his being made 
Partaker of the ſame Felicity. From theſe two Paſ- 
ſages then of the New Teſtament, which reflect Light 
upon each other, and equally ſerve to confirm the ſame 
Podtrine, \ we learn that the Souls of the Righteous, as 
eee ee SET well 


2 . AR 9. 99, 19> <rtes hers 
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well as the Wicked, immediately upon the Death and 
' Diſſolution of the Body, are not extinct and rendered 
inſenſible till the Reſurrection, but enter into a new 


State of Exiſtence, of Happineſs or Miſery, according 
to the Works done in the Body, whether they have | 
been good or bad, and that they ſhall continue in that 
State till the general ReſurreQion, and the general 
Judgment in conſequence of it, ſhall take place--- 
when after the Re-union of the Soul and Body---the | 
latter being likewiſe become immortal and incorrupti- 


ble, they ſhall together receive their laſt and final Sen- 


rence, and be doomed---the Righteous to {till greater 
Fullneſs of Joy, and more perfect Happinels, which 
are at God's Right Hand for evermore, and che Wicked 


9 to endleis and more 1 TRWILLE Wn 


By Paradiſe” chen is here meant that intermediate 
State of the Soul, in which it exiſts ſeparate from the 
ö Body, from the Moment of its Death, till the general 
Reſurtection, in which each enjoys or ſaffers that ap- 
pineſs or RIiſery, though not in the lame Degree, ay. 
that to which the one ſhall be exalted, and the other 


condemned ; at the laſt ee Day: of Judgruenc: 


RTE Such 3 are the in of happinels 1 which 
5 115 Almighty in his infinite Wiſdom and Mercy has 
_ ordained Mankind to Pals---in which the Righteous, 
by their good Works, may render even the preſent Life 
a Paradiſe to themſelves and others, till Death ſhall 
kindly remove them hence, when they ſhall exchange 
c * . an 
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an earthly for an heavenly Paradiſe, from whence in . * 
God's good Time, they ſhall be tranſlated to Heaven 

itſelf---where they ſhall enjoy Happineſs unſpeakable 
and unchangeable, which paſſeth not away, bur ſhall 

remain for evermore. _ 


But fp ppofing we had not the Authority of Iloly 
Scripture ro ſuppert thi is Doctrine, to imagine with 
ſome, that from the M loment of Death „and the Diſſo- 


0 lution of the Body, the 8 Soul rem nineth in a State of 

i Sleep and Inſenſibility till the gen eral Re ur! ection, is FE 

1 2 Doctrine utterly derogatory to che Almiohty, and. in- 

. conſiſtent with all his Attributes of V. dom, of Good- 

ff nels, and Mercy to Mankind. He hath declared in 

| his holy Word, that he del gh teth not in the Death hof 

i — 8 Sinner; and wherein, I pray you, is a State of Sleex 

p and Inſenſibility of the Soul, for a certain Sea'on, bet⸗ e 
i | ter than Death itſelf? The preſent Life is a Stare of OS 
" Trial and Probation, the next of Recompence and Re- 

i ward to the Righteous for all their good Works 

q and let us not then imagine that the Almigh ty, who. 5 
i is al! gracious and good in himſelf, and who deligh tet 1 
| in the Happineſs of his Creatures, ſhould defer that nt 
by -Happineſs---the Recompence and Reward of his good . 5 
ll Works to ſo diſtant and unknown a Period. It is ut- 

5 terly contradictory to our Ideas of his univ erſal Bene- 
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volence, that the Soul of Man ſuould be doomed to 
reſt ſo long 1 in a State of Letharęey and total Iuſenſi- 
bility. It would be a diſcourageme at to the Rig ghtcou 18 

to have their Reward fo long delayed, and would har- 
den the Wicked in the Per vericncis of tlieir ways. 
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You ſee, then, the vaſt, the boundleſs Proſpect of 


Happineſs, which the Almighty in his Mercy hath re- 


vealed to you in the Goſpel, in which it is evident, 
that his Po wer has been exerted folely for this graci- 


ous Purpoſe, VIZ. that you his creatures might be 


happy everlaſting] rly. And whilit, with the Eye of 


Faith, you look forward to theſe Regions of Bliſs and 


Manſions of Immortality, with a 11 Gratitude of Heart 


give unto him the i raiſe, t the Honcu ir and Eloty due 
unto h 5 Name. VVV EEC 


Should the too curious and inquiſitive Mind of Man, 


not fatisfied with what is revealed, preſume to aſk, 
Why | is the Soul de tained thus long in a State of Se- 
paration from the Bod 72 Why is the final Reward * 
his well-doing ſo long deſerred? And Why 15 he not 
N immedia iely put in Poſleſſion of it, and tranſlated from 
Þeath ina Moment to the utmoſt Happineſs of Hea- 
ven, which he is ever to enjoy! ? Weought to any er, 
Ccaſe vain and fooliſh Man from all lus h Fnquiries-- 


they are too preſump tuous in chemtelvcs, and uſclels 
for thee to Know, 


God . promiſed you a Life of iofinite wid eternal 


Happ! ineſs hercafter-- his Goodnels diſpoſes and his 
Power ena tbles him to perform w hat lie has thus pro- N 
miſed. Ceaſe then from ſearching. to be wiſe above 5 
What is written. Do you, through Faith and Hope, 
accept the Blefling 3 and leave the Means, and the 5 
9 Lime of accomplithing it, to his Wiſdom, To pry 
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too inquiſitively into the Ways of Providence, and af- 
pire to comprehend all the Cauſes---the Reaſons and 
the Methods of God's Dealings with Mankind, in 
bringing them to everlaſting Happinefs, is equally pre- 
ſumptuous, as it is above. Man's Undeiſtanding „and 
can ſerve no other Purpoſe than to render him: difa- 
tisfied with the preſent State, and doubrful of the fu 


ture. 


The only Inference 1 would enforce from what has 


been urged, is this, To live always as vou would wi ih 5 
8 die in ſuch an habitual. Kegard to Death, and 

Faith in a future State, as may ever rene ler you duly 
prepared for either. The Time of cach 5 
Perſon's Death is always unknown---often | ſudden, and 
little, alas! too little expected. Vet Death inttantly 
dooms every Man to that ſtate of Happinets or Mi- 
fery, which muſt be h. Portion to all fy tern: for! in 
the Language of the Prophet, There | is no Wo k--- 
„ nor Device---nor Knowledge--- nor Wiſdom in che 


5 Grave, whit! her thou goelt,” 1 
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